
Friends, 

 

I recently saw an article that featured a list of "historical figures that may not have 

existed." Being a history buff, of course I had to take a look at the article. Most of the 

figures were unsurprising, with people like King Arthur, Confucius, the Greek poet 

Homer, and Robin Hood listed as those who may not have ever existed. But one of the 

people listed surprised me-- Jesus! 

 

The article alluded to "vague historical evidence" and "gaps in knowledge" as 

supporting the idea that Jesus may not have existed. Yet, as someone who has long 

studied and taught both history and religion, I know there is little debate that Jesus was 

a real person. Sure, there might be a few people on the fringe who argue otherwise, 

but there are essentially no reputable historians that would ever agree with this. Even 

the vast majority of non-Christian historians would agree that Jesus existed and the 

Bible's basic facts about him are true. 

 

I mention this for two reasons. First, from time to time, a wild idea like this comes out. It 

may be the silly idea that Jesus never existed, or the idea that there were "hidden 

gospels" about the life of Jesus that have been suppressed by the church. Sometimes 

these ideas come out in places likes television specials that air around the Christmas 

or Easter holidays. If and when you see these sorts of things, you don't need to 

suddenly throw out your faith and stop going to church. Indeed, trust in Jesus, the one 

whom millions have worshipped and given their lives for, and who Peter testified to as 

"The Christ, the Son of the Living God." Jesus Christ is the foundation of our faith, and 

we shouldn't be shaken every time we see something like this. 

 

Second, I mention this because the article that I happened to see is available for 

anyone to see on the internet. Any person could be surfing the internet and stumble 

upon it, thinking that the information presented about Jesus not existing is true. Yet I 

have no idea who the author is, what their agenda is, or if they've really taken the time 

to research what they're writing. When it comes to what we read online or watch on 

television about Jesus, or our faith, or anything else, we need to be very discerning. 

Indeed, "John 4:1 says, "Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see 

whether they are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world." This 

is not to say that everyone who says something we disagree with about Jesus or any 

other matter is a false prophet, of course, but simply that we as Christians need to be 

careful about what we read and believe. 

 

On the journey with you, 

Pastor Jordan 


